
 

 
Fiscal Note 2011 Biennium

Bill # SB0050 Title:
Revise salaries for supreme court justices and district 
court judges

Primary Sponsor: Shockley, Jim Status: As Introduced No

   Significant Local Gov Impact

   Included in the Executive Budget

   Needs to be included in HB 2

   Significant Long-Term Impacts

   Technical Concerns

   Dedicated Revenue Form Attached

 

FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Difference Difference Difference Difference

Expenditures:
   General Fund $381,710 $643,567 $418,152 $698,364

Revenue:
   General Fund $0 $0 $0 $0

Net Impact-General Fund Balance ($381,710) ($643,567) ($418,152) ($698,364)

FISCAL SUMMARY

Description of fiscal impact:   
This bill amends the statutes that set pay for Supreme Court Justices and District Court Judges.  Currently a 
salary survey is conducted every two years and Montana salaries are included in the average.  This bill will 
require an annual salary survey and excludes Montana salaries from the calculations.  The bill will change the 
salaries for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, six Supreme Court Justices, and 43 District Court Judges 
throughout Montana. 
 

FISCAL ANALYSIS 
 
Assumptions: 
1. This bill will affect the salary of the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, six Supreme Court Justices, and 

43 District Court Judges.  Benefits (excluding insurance) are estimated based on the FY 2009 year to date 
actual percentage for District Court Judges of 34.2896%. 

2. The annual salaries for FY 2010 and FY 2011 under current law are as follows:  Chief of the Supreme 
Court $115,160, Supreme Court Justices $113,964, and District Court Judges $106,870. 

3. The bill requires an annual salary survey – the survey to set the salaries effective July 1 of each year 
would be done by Department of Administration in June of each year.  Because the survey amounts used 
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Fiscal Note Request – As Introduced  (continued) 

to set the FY 2010 through FY 2013 salaries are not known, an estimated increase based on the annual 
average increase between FY 2004 and FY 2008 has been used.  The annual average is computed two 
ways, with and without Montana salaries in the average.  The annual average increase when Montana 
salaries are included (current law) for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is 3.0973%, for Supreme 
Court Justices is 3.2412%, and for District Court Judges is 3.3947%.   The annual average increase when 
Montana salaries are not included (proposed law) for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is 3.1943%, 
for Supreme Court Justices is 3.3444%, and for District Court Judges is 3.4537%. 

4. Based on current law (includes Montana in the average), the annual salary for the Chief of the Supreme 
Court for FY 2012 and FY 2013 is estimated at $122,405 ($115,160 x 1.030973 x 1.030973).  Based on 
current law (includes Montana in the average), the annual salary for Supreme Court Justices for FY 2012 
and FY 2013 is estimated at $121,471 ($113,964 x 1.032412 x 1.032412).  Based on current law (includes 
Montana in the average), the annual salary for District Court Judges for FY 2012 and FY 2013 is 
estimated at $114,249 ($106,870 x 1.033947 x 1.033947). 

5. Using the 2008 salary survey data for North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming and Idaho, the average 
salary for the Chief of the Supreme Court is $117,100.  The estimated salary of the Chief of the Supreme 
Court for FY 2010 is $120,840 ($117,100 x 1.031943), for FY 2011 is $124,700 ($120,840 x 1.031943), 
for FY 2012 is $128,683 ($124,700 x 1.031943), and for FY 2013 is $132,794 ($128,683 x 1.031943). 

6. Based upon assumption #5, the estimated increase for the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is $5,680 
($120,840-$115,160) for FY 2010, $9,540 ($124,700-$115,160) for FY 2011, $6,279 ($128,683-
$122,405) for FY 2012, and $10,389 ($132,794-$122,405) for FY 2013.  

7. Using the 2008 salary survey data for North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming and Idaho, the average 
salary for the Supreme Court Justices is $115,909.  The estimated salary of the Supreme Court Justices for 
FY 2010 is $119,785 ($115,909 x 1.033444), for FY 2011 is $123,791 ($119,785 x 1.033444) for FY 
2012 is $127,931 ($123,791 x 1.033444), and for FY 2013 is $132,210 ($127,931 x 1.033444). 

8. Based upon assumption #7, the estimated increase for the six Supreme Court Justices is $34,926 
($119,785-$113,964 x 6) for FY 2010, $58,962 ($123,791-$113,964 x 6) for FY 2011, $38,760 
($127,931-$121,471 x 6) for FY 2012, and $64,432 ($132,210-$121,471 x 6) for FY 2013.     

9. Using the 2008 salary survey data for North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming and Idaho, the average 
salary for District Court Judges is $108,779.  The estimated salary of the District Court Judges for FY 
2010 is $112,536 ($108,779 x 1.034537), for FY 2011 is $116,422 ($112,536 x 1.034537), for FY 2012 is 
$120,443 ($116,422 x 1.034537), and for FY 2013 is $124,603 ($120,443 x 1.034537). 

10. Based upon assumption #9, the estimated increase for the 43 District Court Judges is $243,638 ($112,536-
$106,870 x 43) for FY 2010, $410,736 ($116,422-$106,870 x 43) for FY 2011, $266,342 ($120,443-
$114,249 x 43) for FY 2012, and $445,222 ($124,603-$114,249 x 43) for FY 2013. 

11. The total estimated salary cost is $284,244 ($5,680 + $34,926 + $243,638) for FY 2010, $479,238 ($9,540 
+ $58,962 + $410,736) for FY 2011, $311,381 ($6,279 + $38,760 + $266,342) for FY 2012, and $520,043 
($10,389 + $64,432 + $445,222) for FY 2013. 

12. The total estimated benefit cost is $97,466 ($284,244 x .342896) in FY 2010, $164,329 ($479,238 x 
.342896) in FY 2011, $106,771 ($311,381 x .342896) in FY 2012, and $178,321 ($520,043 x .342896) in 
FY 2013. 

13. The total estimated salary and benefit cost is $381,710 ($284,244 + $97,466) in FY 2010, $643,567 
($479,238 + $164,329) in FY 2011, $418,152 ($311,381 + $106,771) in FY 2012, and $698,364 
($520,043 + $178,321) in FY 2013.   
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Fiscal Note Request – As Introduced  (continued) 

FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013
Difference Difference Difference Difference

Fiscal Impact:
FTE 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Expenditures:
  Personal Services $381,710 $643,567 $418,152 $698,364

Funding of Expenditures:
  General Fund (01) $381,710 $643,567 $418,152 $698,364

Revenues:
  General Fund (01) $0 $0 $0 $0

  General Fund (01) ($381,710) ($643,567) ($418,152) ($698,364)
Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures):

Technical Notes: 
1. The bill requires an annual salary survey which will not be completed before the personal services 

snapshot is taken each biennium.  The Judicial Branch would have to estimate the base level funding 
requested for personal services for Supreme Court Justices and District Court Judges.  If the estimates 
prove to be less than the actual increase, the Judicial Branch will not be adequately funded for personal 
services. 
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